
WWW, Web Design, Multimedia 

Winny Wang 

Web Design Principles 



The elements of design 
 
 LINE 

Line can be considered in two ways. The linear marks made with 
a pen or brush or the edge created when two shapes meet. 
 

 SHAPE  
A shape is a self contained defined area of geometric or organic 
form. A positive shape in a painting automatically creates a 
negative shape. 

The elements of design 



 DIRECTION  
All lines have direction - Horizontal, Vertical or Oblique. 
Horizontal suggests calmness, stability and tranquillity. Vertical 
gives a feeling of balance, formality and alertness. Oblique 
suggests movement and action 
 

 SIZE  
Size is simply the relationship of the area occupied by one shape 
to that of another. 
 

The elements of design 



Direction 



 TEXTURE  
Texture is the surface quality of a shape - rough, smooth, soft 
hard glossy etc. Texture can be physical (tactile) or visual. 
 

 COLOUR 
Also called Hue 
 

 VALUE 
Value is the lightness or darkness of a colour. Value is also called 
Tone 
 

The elements of design 



Balance in design is similar to balance in physics. 
 
A large shape close to the center can be balanced  
by a small shape close to the edge.  
A large light toned shape will be balanced by a small dark 
toned  
shape. 

BALANCE 



GRADATION 

Gradation of size and direction produce linear perspective. 
Gradation of of colour from warm to cool and tone from dark 
to light produce aerial perspective. Gradation can add interest 
and movement to a shape. A gradation from dark to light will 
cause the eye to move along a shape. 



Repetition with variation is interesting, without variation repetition 
can become monotonous.  
If you wish to create interest, any repeating element should 
include a degree of variation. 

 

REPETITION 



 Users don’t read, they scan. 
http://www.nngroup.com/articles/f-shaped-pattern-reading-
web-content/ 

 Don’t make users think 
obvious and self-explanatory.  

 Make use of effective writing 
 Strive for simplicity 
 Don’t be afraid of the white space 

 

Anatomy of letters 

http://www.nngroup.com/articles/f-shaped-pattern-reading-web-content/
http://www.nngroup.com/articles/f-shaped-pattern-reading-web-content/





















	Slide Number 1
	The elements of design
	The elements of design
	Direction
	The elements of design
	BALANCE
	GRADATION
	REPETITION
	Anatomy of letters
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

